| S " Box340
VIllage Of Radium Hot Springs. B.C.

_RADIUM HOT SPRINGS =i

o . Telephone (250) 347-6455
Brmsh Columb:a Canada S Facsimile (250) 347-9068

May 17, 2004
‘Martyn Glassman, Project Assessment Director
‘PO Box 9426 Sm Prov Govt
~ Victoria, B.C. ' S
V8W 9V1 ' Also_via fax to 250-387-22vu0 (¢ pages)

Deﬁr Mz. Glassman

"The Vﬂlage of Radium Hot Springs appzeaates the opportunity to comment on the
applicaton to the Province for the development of a ski resort in the upper Jumbo
Valley. We have considered the question catefully over many years, and we continue
to return to two main issues of pubhc pohcy :

We bélieve that the ﬁrst prior_ity is to gauge the catrying capacity of the public land in
question undet the vagous existing and proposed uses. We are concerned with the
protection of the natural assets of our region, out of respect for their intrinsic wild

- value, and in recognition of the economic value they reptesent as the foundation of
out tourism industry. We recognize that any public use is likely to have some impact,
but we also believe that some impacts ar'emuch mote feasible to manage than others.

Once the type and scale of acceptable commercial use has been set W1thm reasonable o
limits, we believe that the next priority should be to gauge which acceptable
commercial uses of the public land retutn the highest value to the province, in
exchange for the “load” that the back countty is being asked to carry. We
acknowledge that this may favour some commercial uses which compete with existing
patterns of pubhc recreation, but we also believe that, as tesponsible membets of the

. public, we have to expect 10 make some tradeoffs in return for the demands we place
on government for services. We acknowledge that this may also lead to a review of
some existing commercial uses to see whether they continue to provide the gteatest
return to the public when compared to new opuons that weren’t conqldered when the
original tenutes were granted.
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"We are vary. pleased at'the way in which the extensive review of the Jumbo Glacier
Resort (J GR) project has addressed the question of carrying capacity. Current users
have had many opportunities to plowde information o1l the existing load on the land,
and much professional expertise has been marshaled to try to quantify the effects of
‘existing use and potential new use of the land on the natural environment. Qur -

. undesstanding of the conclusions of the technical review is that there is general

" agreement that most effects on. the natural environment can be managed within
reasonable limits. The exception is a dlsagreemcnt on the impact to gnzzly bears in
‘the central Purcell region: that disagreement having to do fundamentally with which
methods of mitigation are acceptable. -(There does seem to be agreement that certain
" measures would be effective from a biological perspectve, but that they would not be
preferred by members of the pubhc who would lose some 4cCess to areas of hunﬁng
quotas that they currcndy en]oy)

~That competmon between hurnan usets leads us to the tole of thc ]GR in dlscuss1ons "

around lughest return to the public from commercial tenures on crown land. Local -
governments in the region have expressed concern repeatedly over the scope: and
; nurnbcr of tenures being granted under the province’s Back Country Commeraal
Tenute program. These tenures are being granted-in the absence of any serious |

investigation of carrying capacity and for remarkably small payment to the pubhc for

the use of crown land ($1 to $4 pe1 customer day)

An emstmg large commcrcml operator contends that thc intrusion of. rhe ]GR project . ,' :

into his tenure would fatally damage his business and that there i no opportusity for
+ coopetation between the two operations — this cornmeraal user pays approximnately
$12,000 in annual user fees to the province for a tenure encompassmg approximately -
145,000 hectares. When we contrast this to JGR, whose operation on 104 hectares of
- developed land (within 2 ski area boundary of 5,900 hectarea) is expected to pay

$3,200,000 in annual local and provincial government propetty taxes at build-out, we =
‘ate puzzled why this strking difference doesn’t form a largcx part of the dlSCU.SSlOn o

around thlS pro;ect

| Everytbmg doesn’t come down to money, but money is what out’ wovernment uses to

-pay such people as nutses, teachers and conservation officers. Unul we in the public
 choose to forego many of the services we now expect from government, we need to -
expect our governments to Jook fot the-most respons1b1e ways to provide those .
setvices. Thc very careEul allotment of out ever moze precious wild land n orde1 to-
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receive the }n_ghest retutn to the pubhc for the leaSt amount of pubhc Iand smkes us

~asan app:.opnate course to follow

: Tor T_hJ.S reason, in the context of overall public poth, the Vﬂlage of Rad.mm Hot
* Springs supports the JGR. proposal in the reduced scale of its most recent design. We

‘do so withthe firm expectation that the province will meet its ctitical responSLbﬂlty to

' ensuze that the technical solutions, outlined in the EA review for development in the
| back—country, ate buﬂt into the pIOJeC‘t and. operated properly for the life of the
. project.

Asa commumty W1th an economy that is dependent in 1arge rmeasure on toutism, we |

also suppoxt the pxo;ect for. the boost that it will’ give the international proﬁle of

- toutism in this region and the province as a whole. We believe that 2 mature tourism o
industry, cognizant.of the need to protect the natural resources on which it depends, -
is 2 good pa:mer fora v:tgﬂzmt governrnent in ensunng the health of our environment. .

Yours rru'ly‘,'

= TheﬁC}o‘u.nvcil of _the Vﬂlage of Radium Hot Spnngs

' "Mark Rc'Ld, CAO
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